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The New York Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Awards of 
1958 (“New York Convention”) is generally considered to be the most important legal 
cornerstone for international business arbitration. It is also acclaimed to be the most 
successful international convention in private international law. There are now 164 
Contracting States and more than 2,500 court decisions interpreting and applying the New 
York Convention (as of June 2020). 

 

The course on “International Arbitration and the New York Convention” will examine the 
interpretation and application of the New York Convention by various jurisdictions around 
the world. The course is a 6-day course which will consist of 6 sessions. 

 

The course will give the students a unique opportunity:  

• to become familiar with the legal and practical aspects of the New York Convention; 
• to gain a good understanding of the law and practice of international business 

arbitration in general; 
• to acquire skills of analyzing and comparing court decisions in various jurisdictions in 

international matters; and 
• to learn about the making, interpretation, application and possible revision of a treaty 

(as opposed to an ordinary contract). 

The course will consist of six sessions covering the following (elaborated on in the syllabus): 

 

 

• Introduction to the Course, to International Arbitration 
• Interpretation of Treaties 
• Article I—Field of Application: Arbitral Award 
• Article II(1)-(2) —Arbitration Agreement (including writing requirement) 
• Article II(3) —Referral by Court to Arbitration 
• Article III—Procedure for Enforcement  
• Article IV—Conditions to Be Fulfilled by the Petitioner 
• Article V—Grounds for Refusal of Enforcement in General 
• Article V(1) —Grounds for Refusal of Enforcement to Be Proven by the Respondent 
• Article V(2) —Public Policy as Ground for Refusal of Enforcement 
• Article VII(1) —More-Favorable-Right Provision and Compatibility Provision 
• Article VII(2) —Geneva Treaties of 1923 and 1927 
• Article XI—Federal State Clause 
• Article XIV—General Reciprocity Clause 
• Preliminary Draft Convention. 


